FROM OUR PRESIDENT
by Phil Zuidema
I recall saying to a friend as we surveyed the field during
the FYAO, “Look around (at all this snow). In three weeks,
it won’t be here.”
Actually, that snow isn’t there anymore, but it’s been
replaced two or three times since then with the fresh stuff.
I’m not just annoyed about the weather anymore, I’m angry
about it. Last year as it was 80 degrees on St. Patrick’s Day,
and we all had that sinking feeling we were going to have to
pay for that beautiful weather… well, here we are and
paybacks are a pain!
Regardless, summer will arrive. (Since I began writing this,
summer did arrive!) I’m guessing we’ll skip spring altogether.
However, sooner or later we’ll need to cart our stuff out to
the field. And, that means we need to get it ready. Those
simple flights last year came after we checked our batteries
(cycled and tested, right?), range-checked our radios, made
sure all the motor mount bolts were securely fastened, and
yes, even balanced our planes once again. I have taken out
fuel tanks to fix something, then a month later reinstalled
them in a different place, resulting in a CG shift.
As the inimitable Gilda Radner once quipped, “It’s always
something.” Yes, Gilda, it is! Double-check everything and
keep it to fly another day. Who wants to go right into
“building mode” again after an over-extended building season?
Update: I had a chance to get out and fly my new Pogo
EF-1 racer. After a few trim adjustments (before takeoff!
—Thanks Richard and Jerry), I tried to take it off. This is
my first shot at an electric airplane, so I was a little bit
nervous. I advanced the throttle gradually (very strange for
a racer), and it started out straight. Then it began going
left. I didn’t have enough rudder control (and I had a LOT
of rudder control) to bring it back to straight, so I shut
down the throttle. Next attempt, I held rudder from the
start, and it took off beautifully as I advanced the throttle.
Once it starts left, it’s hard to catch it, but if you begin with
rudder, it’s no problem.
Hard to say what it will be like in a racing situation, but I
will approach a racing takeoff gradually… in steps. Each
time, advancing the takeoff routine a little, and seeing how
it will react.
Once it was in the air, it trimmed with some up elevator
and about two clicks of aileron. It flew just exactly where I
had it pointed. There was little wind. Never mind, this
thing flies great. I look forward to sport flying this, as well
as racing it. Recommendation: Get one!

Richard Steine flew his Proud Bird just before I arrived,
and he was impressed with how it handled, took off and
landed. It loses very little speed as you pull down the
throttle reminding us of a Quarter Forty racer. It just
wants to keep on flying. Its landing characteristics are
halfway between a Quickee 500 and a Quarter Forty.
I’ll see you at the field. — Phil

BEWARE THE HUN IN THE SUN
“On the Safe Side” by Jim Tiller
AMA Insider, May, 2013
The phrase ‘Beware the Hun in the Sun’
dates back to World War I. Allied pilots
used this idiom to remember to watch for
enemy airplanes using the glaring sun to
mask their diving attacks. It remains a
standard combat tactic to this day.
What does this have to do with safety? How often have
you heard the dreaded, “I haven’t got it,” while standing in
the pits or on the flightline. Although these are often
mechanical or radio issues, sometimes they are not. We
have all experienced the temporary loss of orientation in
flight and with those new to the RC skies, it is more
common than we’d like to think. Loss of control is one of
the most common reasons cited in severe crashes.
Therefore it becomes a high-priority safety concern.
(Continued on page 6.)
PLEASE NOTE:
No Flying on Sunday, May 19th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
The field will be closed to members on Sunday, May 19th
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. as the field will be used by
guests attending a Radio Control Safety Seminar. Open
flying for members will start at 2:00 p.m.
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LARGE TURNOUT AT THE BUILDERS’ SHOW
The 2013 Builders’ Show was attended by over 60 people, with 31 planes and helis entered. It was held for the first time at
Osseo Community Center. On the next few pages, check out the photos of all the planes entered and find out who won in
each class. Also see if you can identify the winning planes on Page One, flying around The Clippings heading.

ROY MAYNARD: 2013 BUILDERS’ SHOW “PILOTS’ CHOICE” WINNER

Roy Maynard is the winner of the prestigious Pilots’ Choice Award. Roy’s Hellcat, which was entered in the Scale Class, will
be featured on the 2014 Grassfield RC Membership Card.

BUILDERS’ SHOW WINNERS IN SCALE & ARF CLASSES

Al Schwartz’s Nieuport 28 is the Scale Class winner.

Tom Keller is the winner in the ARF Class with his MXS-R.

BUILDERS’ SHOW WINNERS IN HELI, SPORT, & RACING CLASSES

Paul Johnson is the winner in the new Heli Class with his Av ant Aurora.

Richard Fleming won the Sport Class with his Pete ’n Poke.

Bill Hempel won the Racing Class with his Sundowner 36.

BEWARE THE HUN IN THE SUN
(Continued from page one)
Although we usually don’t have to worry about gun toting
RC airplanes diving on us spitting bullets, the glaring sun
can be a problem to even the most experienced RC pilots
when our airplane flies across the orb of the sun. For those
few seconds and the time it takes for your eyes to recover, you
have lost control of your aircraft.
What can we do to minimize the problem? First, given we
aviate mostly for recreation; we can choose when and
where we fly. We can choose to postpone flight until the
sun is in a more favorable position or find a spot of sky
that does not bring our line of sight across the sun.
But at a contest or a fun-fly sometimes we don’t have a
choice. Anything else we can do? On bright, sunny days,
wear good-quality polarized sun glasses (they should also
be ANSI-rated safety lenses as well). Remember that even
the best sunglasses will not protect your eyes from damage
when looking directly at the sun, but they will help with the
glare and minimize the time your airplane disappears in the
sky. Combine glasses with a hat or cap with a bill. This
gives you a built-in sun visor.
But gizmos only go so far. What do you do when your
airplane disappears in the sun? The simple answer is don’t
panic, it will reappear again on the other side. Keep the
sticks where they were and let the airplane do the flying.
Try not to do anything frantic until you have reacquired the
plane on the other side. This may sound like simple advice,
but it is easy—especially for new pilots—to get disoriented.
One of the most common problems is to mistake the
orientation of the airplane as it reappears as a shadow.
Once again, let it fly for a moment as you re-establish your
visual cues as to attitude and direction. If that fails, give a
small stick movement to the left. If it turns left, it is going
away from you, if it turns right, it is coming toward you.
These small test movements will soon get you back to normal.
This advice is also good for newbies when your airplane
gets out there so far you can’t see it clearly anymore.
Another problem encountered when you go through the
sun is white spots that appear in your eyes from the
sensory overload. These spots can be bad enough that you
can’t see your airplane. In this case, remember the spots
most often occur in the center of your vision, so reestablish contact using your peripheral vision.
In this or any serious loss-of-control situation, immediately
call out for help. As I began this discourse, the words “I
haven’t got it” will certainly get the attention of those
around you. Briefly explain your situation and have them help
you return the plane to level flight. Even if you are an
experienced pilot, hand over the transmitter if need be.
Don’t be embarrassed or prideful. Safety should be your first
concern. And it could also save one of your expensive airplanes.
Still, it might be fun to put on the leather flying helmet and
the dark goggles that those vintage aviators wore in days of
old. Throw in a silk scarf for good measure. It won’t do
much for helping your vision on sunny days, but it will
certainly make you noticed at the flying field.
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